Wa i t U p o n t h e L o r d
A Series of Services for Advent

Wait Upon the Lord With Faith
Order of Service
And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the Gentiles shall be blessed in you.”
Galatians 3:8
Invocation and Call to Worship
Stand
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
C And also with you.
P Wait upon the Lord.
C Be strong and courageous.
P Wait upon the Lord. That’s what Abraham did, even though he was about a hundred years
old.
C And Sarah’s womb was barren.
P Still, Abraham waited in faith.
C Fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.

P Wait upon the Lord.
C Be strong and courageous. Wait upon the Lord!
Be seated

Hymn
“The Advent of Our King”
Christian Worship Hymnal #1
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Confession and Forgiveness
P God of all mercy and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:
C We admit that we have become impatient with ourselves, each other, and sometimes with
you. We have turned to our own way and have gone astray from your will. Lost in sin we
ask you, O Lord, to forgive our sin, cleanse our hearts, and keep us patiently waiting for the
promised coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
P Believe and receive the good news! God sent his Son, the Babe of Bethlehem, to show his
infinite love and forgiveness for all people. Your sins are forgiven in the holy name of Christ
who came and indeed, will come again.
C Amen.
P Wait upon the Lord.
C Be strong and courageous. Wait upon the Lord!
Kyrie
P Lord, have mercy.
C Give us patience.
P Christ, have mercy.
C Give us patience and peace.
P Lord, have mercy.
C Give us patience and peace for the living of these days.

Prayer of the Day
P
O Lord, rend the heavens and come down. Be our strength every morning and our
salvation in the night of despair. Show forth your power and might, just as you did in the
days of Abraham and Sarah; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit—God forever.
C Amen.
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Old Testament Reading: Genesis 17:1-9
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I
am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make
my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.”
3

Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant
with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called
Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many
nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will
come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting
covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the
generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after
you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give
as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be
their God.”
9

Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and
your descendants after you for the generations to come.
P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Song: Sixer Singers “Bethlehem Procession”

Epistle Reading: Romans 4:13-21
13

It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the
promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that
comes by faith. 14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means
nothing and the promise is worthless, 15 because the law brings wrath. And
where there is no law there is no transgression.
16

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but
also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is
written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”] He is our father in the sight
of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into
being things that were not.
18

Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many
nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 Without
4

weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—
since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also
dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but
was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that
God had power to do what he had promised.
P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Gospel Acclamation
P Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
C Those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength. Hallelujah!

Gospel … Matthew 1:16-25
16

and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the
mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah.
17
Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen
from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.
18

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about]: His mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly.
20

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins.”
22

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
24

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded
him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their
marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to you, O Christ.
5

Sermon Hymn
“Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates”
Christian Worship Hymnal #4
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Sermon: Romans 4:13-21
Wait Upon the Lord With Faith
Stand
Prayers
P Heavenly Father, we wait for you.
C More than watchmen wait for the morning—
P More than watchmen wait for the morning.
C Lead us in your truth and teach us.
P For you are the God of our salvation.
C For you we wait all the day long.
P O God, inspire us to wait for you faithfully.
C Serve you joyfully.
P And give to others generously.
C Gracious Lord, grant healing for the sick.
P Courage for the fainthearted.
C Hope for the discouraged.
P And great clarity for all in the valley of decision.
C Amen.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Benediction
P:

May God give us the faith of Abraham, the hope of Isaiah, the joy of Elizabeth,
and the gratitude of Zechariah. God will make us strong and courageous.

C:

As we wait upon the Lord! Amen.

Hymn
“Come, O Precious Ransom Come”
Christian Worship Hymnal #8
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