
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST. LUCAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN  
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 29th & 30th, 2025 

 
The Season 
In the Church Year, we have come to the season of Lent. The word Lent comes from an old English 
word for spring: “lengthen,” when the days grow longer. For over 1400 years the Church has set 
aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time of repentance and renewal. 
 

The Sunday 
God operates on the principle of grace. No one is beyond the reach of God’s grace.   At the 
entrance of God’s open door is a Father who has eagerly longed for our return. He takes us in 
his loving arms and assures us we are still his child. When the weight of our sin makes us 
fearful of God’s condemnation, he reveals his grace yet again. 
 

The Service 
Today we celebrate the Sacrament of the Altar in which we joyfully receive Christ’s body and blood, 
in, with, and under bread and wine, for the forgiveness of our sins.  As we celebrate the Sacrament 
we also give public confession of our complete unity in the Christian faith.  We invite communicant 
members of St. Lucas Lutheran Church, or of another congregation in the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS) or of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) to commune.  If you are a 
guest visiting with us today, please refrain from communing until you have spoken with our pastor. 
The congregation reads the potions in bold print. 

 
Prayer before Worship 
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  

Thank you, loving Lord, for cleansing me of my sins and adopting me into your family through 

the miracle of Holy Baptism. As I worship today, help me remember what my baptism means 

to me. Lead me to feel genuine sorrow for my sins and empower me to put down the sinful 

nature that still lives in me. Lift me up as I hear your promise of forgiveness and give me 

strength to live a life pleasing to you. 

 

Serving in Worship 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Timothy Henning                     Organist: Coralee Henning 



                                                                                                                                Stand for the 4th stanza 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790 Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin 
Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman Text and tune: Public domain 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

 

Amazing Grace CW 576 

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 



gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus CW 534 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Text: A Collection of Hymns, London, 1757; A Collection of Psalms and Hymns, London, 1760 Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, ed. Johann A. 
Freylinghausen Text and tune: Public domain 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who  



 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and though we 

deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for all our needs of body 

and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for all 

your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 12:1-6 

God’s grace turns the fear of our condemnation into the joy of our salvation. 

 1In that day you will say: 

“I will praise you, LORD. 

 Although you were angry with me, 

your anger has turned away 

 and you have comforted me. 
2Surely God is my salvation; 

 I will trust and not be afraid. 

The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; 

 he has become my salvation.” 
3With joy you will draw water 

 from the wells of salvation. 

 4In that day you will say: 

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; 

 make known among the nations what he has done, 

 and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; 

 let this be known to all the world. 
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 

 for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 

The Word 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



                                                                           Sung responsively between Pastor & congregation 

 

 

 
 

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are for- / given, 

    whose / sins are covered. 

        Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count a- / gainst them 

            and in whose spirit is / no deceit. 
  

When I kept silent, my bones wast- / ed away 

    through my groaning / all day long. 

        For day and night your hand was heav- / y on me; 

            my strength was sapped as in the heat of / summer. 
  

Then I acknowledged my / sin to you 

    and did not cover up my in- / iquity. 

        I said, “I will confess my transgressions / to the LORD.” 

            And you forgave the guilt / of my sin.   Refrain 
  

You are my / hiding place; 

    you will protect / me from trouble. 

        Many are the woes of the / wicked, 

            but the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one who / trusts in him. 
  

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the / Holy Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

 

Be Glad, You Righteous Ones; Rejoice Psalm 32C 

Tune: Thomas Pavlechko (after Georg C. Neumark’s WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT), alt.; (after Georg C. Neumark’s WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT): Thomas Pavlechko, alt. 
Setting: Thomas Pavlechko (after Georg C. Neumark’s WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT), alt.; (after Georg C. Neumark’s WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT): Thomas Pavlechko, alt. 
Music: © 2004, 2012 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484 



Second Reading Romans 8:1–10 

In Christ Jesus, God has already condemned all sin. Only grace remains. 

 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because 

through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and 

death. 3For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned 

sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, 

who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 5Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but 

those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 
6The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor 

can it do so. 8Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 

 9You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed 

the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not 

belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death 

because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 15:10 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God  

over one sinner who repents. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Luke 15:1–3,11–32 

God responds to our sin with his grace. 

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.” 

 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 



 11Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his father, 

‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

 13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country 

and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, there was a 

severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired 

himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to 

fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

 17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food 

to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to 

him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20So he got up and went to his father. 

  “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 

him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

 21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’ 

 22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a 

ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast 

and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So 

they began to celebrate. 

 25“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music 

and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27‘Your 

brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him 

back safe and sound.’ 

 28“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded 

with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 

never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 

with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 

prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

 31“ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32But we 

had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found.’ ” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 
Children’s Sermon                                                    Children may come forward to the front pew 



I Trust, O Christ, in You Alone     CW93    Hymn 437  I Trust, O Christ, in You Alone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Isaiah 12    Surely God has Saved You 

 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, 

through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his 

working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 

love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 

life. 
  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge 

our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 

the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 

person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 

their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or living 

with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 



Offering: God’s people offer their first and best to the Lord  in  response to the Lord’s 

blessings to them.  The offering is gathered in a basket in the church entrance before or 
after the service.  If you prefer to give electronically, you may scan this graphic to access 
www.stlucaswels.org/donate.  
 

The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Preface 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift 

of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame 

us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stlucaswels.org/donate


 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz Tune: Musae Sioniae, vol. 7, Wolfenbüttel Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484 
Tune: Public domain 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 

from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

Sanctus (Ger) - ACH GOTT VOM HIMMELREICHE CW 1045 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 



 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

Agnus (Ger) - WEM IN LEIDENSTAGEN CW 1054 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz Tune: Friedrich Filitz Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Be seated 

Distribution 

Personal Prayer before Communing 

Lord Jesus, you have invited me to come and receive your holy Sacrament. I believe that in the bread and 

wine you give me your true body and blood to eat and drink. Forgive my sins and nourish my faith through 

this precious meal. I long for the comfort that comes with your promises; I yearn for the assurance of your 

faithful love. Bless me now as I receive you by faith. 

Personal Prayer after Communing 

Thank you, dear Savior, for nourishing my faith with the Sacrament of your body and blood. Lift my heart 

with your forgiveness, renew my confidence in your grace, empower my love for others, and lead me to long 

for the eternal banquet of heaven. 

Words of Institution 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The First Song of Isaiah CW 810 

Text: The Draft Proposed Book of Common Prayer, 1976 Tune: Jack Noble White, b. 1938 Text: © 1976 Charles Mortimer Guilbert, custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer. Used 
by permission: License no. 130003205 Tune: © 1976 H. W. Gray Company. All rights assigned to and owned by Jubilate Music Group, LLC. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484 



The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life 

everlasting. Go  in peace. 

Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



O Lord, We Praise You CW 673 st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: German, 14th cent.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484 Tune: Public domain 
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Announcements 
 

Congregational Meeting: There will be a congregational meeting between the services this 
Sunday, March 30th, to call a teacher for our Lutheran Elementary School.  
 

Soup Supper Volunteers Needed: Soup Supper Volunteers needed for April 2.  A sign up sheet is 
on the table in the back of church for volunteers who would like to help with the Lenten Soup 
Supper on April 2. 
 

Memorial Easter Lilies:  We will have Easter lilies available for purchase again this year for $17 
each. The lilies will be used to decorate the church on Easter Sunday and serve to celebrate our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who rose from the grave on that first Easter morning. They also serve 
as a memorial to remember those who have gone before us. Order sheets are available in the back 
of the church and are due by Tuesday, April 15th. Order sheets are available on the table in back of 
church and at the school office. 
 

Easter Breakfast: In following with our annual tradition, we will be having an Easter breakfast 
following the sunrise service Easter morning. We will need volunteers to help with various tasks 

Church Resources 
 

Family Devotions: Get your family into God’s Word during the week! Our church body has short devotions 

available for the entire family. Each devotion comes with a Set of questions for different age groups, a prayer, 

and hymn verses that can be sung or spoken. Please visit wels.net/family-devotions to get your weekly 

devotions. 
 

Marriage Moments: Every marriage has its “moments”. That’s why marriages need moments of 

encouragement and refreshment. Marriage Moments are short, weekly videos highlighting one biblical 

marriage thought accompanied by a discussion question. Couples may subscribe to receive the videos directly 

through email at welscongregationalsevices.net/marriagemoments. 
 

Connecting WELS Members: Connection is more important now than ever. Our church body offers many 

ways for WELS members to connect through social media. Join the WELS online community at 

facebook.com/welslutherans, twitter.com/welstweets, Instagram.com/welslutherans, and 

vimeo.com/wels. 
 

WELS Together e-Newsletter: Stay in the loop! Subscribe to the WELS Together e-Newsletter to stay 

connected with the people of your synod and the ministry they serve. Also, don’t miss the twice-monthly 

videos that cover important and exciting synod news. Please visit wels.net/together to read and subscribe. 
 

Baptism: If you or a loved one had not yet been baptized, and are interested in more information, please 

contact Pastor Henning. 
 

Church Membership Starting Point If you’re interested in becoming a member here at St. Lucas, we would 

love to share with you a few Bible studies to introduce you to the biblical teaching here at St. Lucas. We are 

willing to set up these classes in any setting most comfortable for you, and can always find time that will work 

for anyone and everyone. If you are interested, please contact Pastor Henning, whose contact info can be found 

on the final page of this bulletin, underneath the church calendar. 

 



including help with set up, food prep, clean up, and volunteers to donate various food items for the 
breakfast. Any help you are willing and/or able to provide is greatly appreciated! If you are able to 
help out, please indicate how you will be able to help on the signup sheet on the table at the back 
of church. 
 

LWMS Spring Rally: It's hard to believe how quickly Lent has come upon us! I hope you can all 
join us for the LWMS Spring Rally on April 5, 2025 at St. Paul, Neosho. Registration begins at 8:30 
am and the rally runs from 9:00 am – 12:30 pm. We will hear from Rev. John Borgwart on home 
mission work in our District. We will also be repeating our Bring a Friend challenge! If you know 
someone who has never been to an LWMS event or hasn't attended in a while, please encourage 
them to come along. You will both receive a Culver's token at the door. 
 

WELS Youth Night: WELS Youth Night will be on Sunday, April 6 from 6-8 PM at WLC. 
Come for games, snacks, worship, small group discussions, and a keynote address from Pastor Greg 
Lyon. 
 

Register at https://admissions.wlc.edu/register/apr6-youth-night 
Please invite your 9-12 grade students to attend. Of course, you are invited to check it out yourself. 
Free parking will be available in the Parking Center, 8701 West Wisconsin Avenue. 
The event will take place in the Center for Arts and Performance, 8815 West Wisconsin Avenue. 

 
Celebrating God’s Blessings This Week 
 

BIRTHDAYS   

Joyce Kral    3/31 

Marilyn Pagano     3/31 

Holly Seyfert     3/131 

Greta Herther                 4/1 

Veda Koth                       4/1 

Kaitlyn Miller                  4/1 

Rijeana Hatch                       4/3 

Samuel Koth                         4/4 

Shelly Wilson                        4/4 
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