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The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 26 & 27, 2022

The Season
The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring: "lengten," when the days grow
longer. For 1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and
Easter as a time of repentance and renewal.

The Series
When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being "crushed.”
Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the crushing moments in
life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus took up his life again. Our Savior
crushed both death and the serpent's head. Lent is a solemn season, but it is also a season of
great hope. With the psalmist we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit."
March 5 & 6: Our Temptation is Crushed by Christ’s Obedience
March 12 & 3: Shortcuts are Crushed by Determination
March 19 & 20: False Security is Crushed by Faithful Presence
March 26 & 27: Our Condemnation is Crushed by God’s Grace
April 2 & 3: Human Rejection is Crushed by Divine Exaltation

The Sunday
We assume people get what they deserve. We assume God helps those who helps themselves.
Those assumptions must be crushed. Got does not operate on the principle of merit but of
grace. Like gravity, grace is a constant force at work in how God deals with us and how he
wants us to deal with others. No one is beyond the reach of God's grace. God never turns it off.
When the weight of our sin makes us fearful of God's condemnation, he reveals his grace.

The Service
Today we celebrate the Sacrament of the Altar in which we joyfully receive Christ’s body and
blood, in, with, and under bread and wine, for the forgiveness of our sins. As we celebrate the
sacrament we also give public confession of our complete unity in the Christian faith. We
invite communicant members of St. Lucas Lutheran Church, or of another congregation in the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) to
commune. If you are a guest visiting with us today, please refrain from communing until you
have spoken with our pastor.

Prayer before Worship
Lord Jesus, you have invited me to come and receive your holy Sacrament. I believe that in the
bread and wine you give me your true body and blood to eat and drink. Forgive my sins and
nourish my faith through this precious meal. I long for the comfort that comes with your
promises; I yearn for the assurance of your faithful love. Bless me now as I receive you by faith.

The Service
Today Your Mercy Calls Us

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–1878, alt.
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857
Text and tune: Public domain

CW 916
Stand for stanza 4

In the name of the Father and of the
Amen.

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

Tune: Kevin Becker
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484

396 Christ, the Life of All the Living

CW 396 sts. 1, 7

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Ernst C. Homburg, 1605–1681, abr. Tune: Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and though we
deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for all our needs of body
and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for all
your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated

First Reading
1In

that day you will say:

“I will praise you, LORD.
Although you were angry with me,
your anger has turned away
and you have comforted me.
2Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust and not be afraid.
The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense;
he has become my salvation.”
3With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.
4In

that day you will say:

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name;
make known among the nations what he has done,
and proclaim that his name is exalted.

Isaiah 12

5

Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things;
let this be known to all the world.
6
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

To You, O LORD, I Lift My Soul

Psalm 25A

In you, LORD my God, I / put my trust.
I trust in you; do not let me be / put to shame.
Show me your ways, LORD, teach me / your paths.
Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my / Savior.
Remember, LORD, your great mer- / cy and love,
for they are / from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth and my re- / bellious ways;
according to your love remember me, for you, LORD, / are good. Refrain

LORD, forgive my iniquity, though / it is great.
Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and af- / flicted.
Look on my affliction and / my distress
and take away / all my sins.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
Text: Public domain
Music: © 2014 Mark Haas. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484

Second Reading
1Therefore,

Romans 8:1–10

there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and
death. 3For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned
sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us,
who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
5Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but
those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.
6The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and
peace. 7The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor
can it do so. 8Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.
9You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not
belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death
because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand

Gospel Acclamation

Luke 15:10

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484

Gospel
1Now

Luke 15:1–3,11–32

the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with
them.”
3Then Jesus told them this parable:
11Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country
and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, there was a
severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired
himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to
fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food
to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’
22
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast
and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So
they began to celebrate.
25“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music
and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27‘Your
brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him
back safe and sound.’
28
“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded
with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate
with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
31“ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32But we
had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.’ ”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

Amazing Grace

CW 576

Text (sts. 1–3): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Romans 8:1-10
God’s Requirements are Fully Met in You

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin and death by his
obedient death on the cross.
We confess that without your love we are lost.

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes
fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or
the cost.
Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and
persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand
up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for
their faith and values as Christians.
By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.
Keep in your care those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the
depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, and those victimized
by war and injustice. [We pray especially for…here name the person and the cause of the
petition.] Comfort all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.
Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their
comfort and hope.
Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social
workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the
dying.
Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing
good.
Hear us as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of
death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

The Sacrament
Stand

Preface

CW 165

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame
us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

CW 167

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released
from eternal death all who believe in you.
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God

CW 169

Be seated

Distribution
Jesus Sinners Does Receive

CW 654

5

Oh, how blest it is to know,
were as scarlet my transgression,
it shall be as white as snow
by your blood and bitter passion,
for these words I do believe:
Jesus sinners does receive.

6

Now my conscience is at peace,
from the law I stand acquitted.
Christ has purchased my release
and my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners does receive.

7

Jesus sinners does receive,
even I have been forgiven.
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to him I cleave:
Jesus sinners does receive.

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–
1756, abr.
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt,
1699
Text and tune: Public domain

After all have communed, the minister says:

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life
everlasting. Go in peace.
Amen.
Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

O Lord, We Praise You

CW 673 st. 1

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; German, 14th cent.
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703484
Tune: Public domain

Serving in Worship
Presiding Minister: Pastor Timothy Henning
Organist: Laura Schulz
Ushers: Chris Peters (Saturday), Matthew Stoltz (8 am), Steve Wolter (10:30 am)
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Announcements:
Special Lenten Offering Do you remember when you used to put a quarter into a special
book or cardboard bank for each day during Lent? Then you would give it as a special offering
at the end of the season? We are looking to do something similar, only on a much larger scale,
as a congregation this year. The financial plan for ministry for this fiscal year projected a
potential $40,000 deficit. To prevent this deficit from occurring, could we as a congregation
raise $1,000 per day in above and beyond gifts for each day from Ash Wednesday through
Good Friday (not including Sundays)? If 100 members would commit themselves to an extra
$10 per day in offerings to the General Fund, this would add up to $40,000. Of course, any size
gift, great or small, is valued. These special offerings, given in appreciation for what the Lord
Jesus did for us in his suffering, death, and resurrection, bring glory to your Savior, who has
blessed you with every good thing. When you give your special Lenten offering, simply put it
in an envelope and label it “Special Lenten Offering.”
2022 Dodge/Washington Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) Spring Rally
Our brothers and sisters in the Hmong Fellowship Church in Vietnam are not stopping
reaching out to lost souls. They see Covid as less dangerous when compared to the lost souls
that have no chance to hear the gospel before they die. In 2020, more than 12,000 have come to
be believers in Jesus. Come and hear Sean Young, senior director of Mission Operations at
WELS, tell us more about this growing mission.
Saturday, April 9th at Peace Lutheran in Hartford (1001 Center St.) Registration at 8:30 AM.
Rally from 9 AM till 12:30 PM. Donations taken at registration for rally expenses (speaker,
food, etc.). Non-perishable food items or cash donation may be brought for Seminary students
and their families.
A mission collection box will be in our church entry on March 19 & 20 for LWMS projects.
Congregation Meeting Sunday, April 3, 11:30 am (following the late service) we will hold a
congregation meeting to issue a Divine Call for our Lutheran Elementary School.
Memorial Easter Lilies If you would like to order a lily for Easter morning, forms are available in
the church entry on the left side

Easter Breakfast Easter Breakfast is making its return this year. The breakfast will be held
7:00 – 8:00 am on Easter Sunday, April 17. Watch for sign-up sheets in the church entrance for
food donations and volunteers. Traditionally the teens of the congregation have served the
breakfast, but help from all ages will be welcome and appreciated.

The Crucial Hours: Midweek Lenten Worship – Wednesdays 3:30 pm or 6:30 pm
March 9: What to Remember When You Are Seized With Remorse
March 16: A Part for the Whole?
March 23: “Satan Has Asked to Sift All of You”
March 30: “They Bound Him”
April 6: The Semblance of Legality
Join your brothers and sisters in faith each week for a soup supper between the services (4:306:15 pm), served in the school gymnasium.
Celebrating God’s Blessings this Week
Birthdays
Ken Koth
Karen Scheunemann
Arthur Buss
Kolten Lauters
Joyce Kral
Marilyn Pagano
Holly Seyfert
Greta Herther
Veda Koth

March 22 (90th Birthday)
28
29
29
31
31
31
April 1
1

If your birthday or anniversary is missing from this list or we have a wrong date, please contact the office.

Calendar
March 26 – April 3, 2022
Suggested readings for each day of the week are listed in parenthesis.

Saturday
6:00 pm

(Genesis 41: 1-27, Mark 11:1-19)
Worship w/Communion

Sunday
8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

(Genesis 41: 28-57, Mark 11:20-33)
Worship w/Communion
Family Bible Hour and Sunday School
Worship w/Communion

Monday

(Genesis 42: 1-34, 38, Mark 12:1-12)
No School

Tuesday
6:30 pm

(Genesis 43: 1-28, Mark 12: 13-27)
No School or Bible Study

Wednesday
3:30& 6:30 pm
4:30 – 6:00 pm
3:30 pm

Ushers: Peters
Ushers: Stoltz
Ushers: Wolter

(Genesis 44: 1-18, 32-34, Mark 12: 28-44)
Mid-Week Lenten Service
Soup Supper
No School or Public School Instruction

Thursday
10:00 am

(Genesis 45: 1-20, 24-28, Mark 13: 1-23)
No School or Bible Study

Friday
7:45 am

(Genesis 47: 1-31, Genesis 48: 1-49:28, Mark 13: 24-37 )
No School

Saturday
6:00 pm

(Genesis 49: 29-50: 7, 14-26, Mark 14: 1-11)
Worship

Sunday
8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

(Exodus 1: 1-22, Mark 14: 12-31)
Worship
Family Bible Hour and Sunday School
Worship

Ushers: Beyer
Ushers: Schacht
Ushers: Strack

St. Lucas Lutheran Church strives to be a congregation that is
always inviting, always edifying, and always equipping.
www.stlucaswels.org

Contact Information
Pastor Timothy Henning - 262-707-6984 thenning@stlucaswels.org
Principal Mark Hesse - 920-915-1130 mhesse@stlucaswels.org
School/Church Office - 262-626-2680 church@stlucaswels.org

